
To Install Actions In Photoshop Elements for Macintosh version 10 
(Robert Camner, October 2011) 

 
Introduction 
Actions have four files associated with them (1 required, 3 optional but desirable):  

1. an action_name.atn file—this required file contains the action steps 
2. an action_name.png file—this optional but desirable file holds the associated thumbnail image 

that appears in the Effects palette (this is optional but very desirable; without it there will be no 
thumbnail in the Effects palette)  

3. an action_name.metadata.xml file—this optional file can be created to put the action into a 
separate group that will have its own name in the Effects palette. 

4. an action_name.thumbnail.jpg file—this file is created by PSE 10 from the action_name.png 
file (if the action_name.png file is edited, the old action_name.thumbnail.jpg file must be 
deleted so that PSE 10 can recreate it upon restart). 

 
The MediaDatabase.db3 file must then be deleted so that PSE 10 will rebuild its library of actions and 
the new action will then appear.  On occasion, it is also necessary to delete and rebuild the 
ThumbDatabase.db3 file. 
 
Note: Not all actions created in Photoshop will run correctly in PSE! 
 
Location of Files 

• The action_name.atn, action_name.metadata.xml, and action_name.png files are placed in 
/Library/Application Support/Adobe/Photoshop Elements/10.0/Photo Creations/ 

• The MediaDatabase.db3 file is located in /Library/Application Support/Adobe/Photoshop 
Elements/10.0/Locale/en_US/ 

• The ThumbDatabase.db3 file is located in /Library/Application Support/Adobe/Photoshop 
Elements/10.0/ 

• Important Note: These files are NOT in the Application Support folder in the USER Library 
folder but in the Application Support folder in the Library folder at the ROOT of your startup 
drive.  Many who have trouble installing actions into PSE do so because they are using the 
wrong Library folder.  To be sure you are in the right place, go to the Desktop and double click 
on your hard drive icon, and then on the Library folder you see in the folder that opens.   

 
Installation Instructions 

1. Make sure PSE 10 is NOT RUNNING! 
2. Place the action_name.atn and action_name.png files in the indicated location.  If the 

action does not already have a .png file, one can use PSE to create one.  The file should 
be sized at 64x64 pixels.  (If one is moving actions from a previous version of PSE 4 or 
below, action thumbnails could be stored in layers in a single .psd file.  Open the .psd 
file and turn off all layers except the one associated with the action you are working on, 
and Save As in .png format.) 

3. Optionally, in order to place multiple actions within a group menu in the Effects palette, 
create an action_name.metadata.xml as follows: 



a. Open an existing .xml file using TextEdit and save it with a new filename, changing 
the part to the left of the first period to the name of the action 

b. Edit two lines: 
i. <name value="$$$/content/photoeffects/action_name = action_name" /> 
ii. <category value="$$$/content/category/type/desired_group_name = 

desired_group_name" /> 
c. Save the file 

4. Delete the MediaDatabase.db3 file (it may be prudent to make a copy of this file using 
a name such as MediaDatabaseOLD.db3 so one can revert if necessary) 

5. If one has changed an existing action_name.png file the ThumbDatabase.db3 file must 
also be deleted, or else PSE 9 will use the thumbnail from the cache rather than new 
thumbnail. 

6. Start PSE 10 and close the splash screen when it appears.  The .db3 file(s) will be 
rebuilt (this can take quite a while, depending on the speed of your machine; PSE 10 
will be unresponsive during this time) 
 

Usage Instructions 
To use the new actions, click the “Photo Effects” button on the “Effects” palette.  If one created a new 
group, select the group name from the Group Menu drop down menu, or select “All” from that menu.  
The effects are NOT necessarily in alphabetical order; it may be necessary to scroll down to the bottom 
to find the action.  Double click the action to play it. 

 
 
 
Moving Actions from Elements 6 to Elements 8/9/10 
 
Most actions that work in PSE 6 should work in PSE 8/9/10.  The various files (.atn, .png, and .xml) 
are in different locations and have slightly different names. 
 
In PSE 6, there are three types of files (in the indicated locations): 

• The action_name.atn and action_name.png files are located in /Library/Application 
Support/Adobe/Photoshop Elements/6.0/Photo Creations/photo effects/ 



• The action_name.xml files are located in /Library/Application Support/Adobe/Photoshop 
Elements/6.0/Locale/en_US/Photo Creations Metadata/photo effects/ 
 

Note that the naming convention for the .xml files is a bit different in PSE 8/9/10 than it is in PSE 6.  
In PSE 6 the filename is action_name.xml; in PSE 8/9/10 it is action_name.metadata.xml.  All of the 
.xml files that are moved from PSE 6 to PSE 8/9/10 will have to be renamed. 
 
I recommend the following workflow: 

1. Make copies of these two folders 
a. /Library/Application Support/Adobe/Photoshop Elements/6.0/Photo 

Creations/photo effects/ 
b. /Library/Application Support/Adobe/Photoshop Elements/6.0/Locale/en_US/Photo 

Creations Metadata/photo effects/ 
2. Delete from the new folders the actions that you do NOT want to move to PSE 8/9/10 
3. Make sure that there are corresponding .png and .xml (if desired) files for each .atn file 
4. Rename the .xml files to add the word metadata to the filename  
5. Move the .xml, .atn, and .png files to the appropriate spot for PSE 8/9/10 (see Installation 

Instructions above) 
6. Follow the rest of the directions in Installation Instructions above 

 


